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1. Rationale 

At Charsfield C of E Primary School, we recognise that accurate, fluent spelling is a 

vital component of effective communication and a key contributor to pupilsõ success in 

reading and writing. Learning to spell is not a process of rote memorisation, but one 

that develops through a deep understanding of how words work -how sounds map to 

letters, how patterns form, and how meaning shapes spelling. 

Our approach is underpinned by evidence from the Education Endowment Foundation 

(EEF) and the ôscienceõ of reading. These research bases emphasise that spelling should 

be explicitly taught, systematically revisited, and meaningfully applied in reading and 

writing. 

By implementing Spelling Shed, we provide a consistent, research-led programme that 

delivers high-quality, structured, and engaging spelling instruction for all pupils. 

 

2. Aims 

Through our teaching of spelling, we aim for all pupils to: 

¶ Develop an understanding of the relationship between sounds and symbols 

(phonology and orthography). 

¶ Recognise and apply spelling patterns and rules across a growing vocabulary. 

¶ Understand the meaningful structure of words (morphology and etymology) to 

support reading, comprehension, and vocabulary growth. 

¶ Apply spelling knowledge fluently and accurately in their writing across all 

subjects. 

¶ Develop independence and confidence in tackling unfamiliar words using taught 

strategies. 

¶ Recognise the link between spelling, fluent writing, and clear communication. 

 

3. Why Spelling Matters 

Research (Moats, 2005; Snow et al., 2005) shows that spelling and reading share the 

same mental representations of words. Learning to spell supports: 

¶ Reading fluency, by reinforcing orthographic mapping; 

¶ Vocabulary acquisition, through explicit teaching of morphology and word roots; 

¶ Comprehension, as understanding word structure strengthens meaning; and 
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¶ Writing fluency and accuracy, as correct spelling enables pupils to focus on 

higher-level composition and creativity. 

4. Our Chosen Approach: The Case for Spelling Shed 

We have chosen Spelling Shed as our whole-school spelling programme because it is 

grounded in research and aligned with both the Science of Spelling and EEF 

recommendations. 

Spelling Shed supports our aims by: 

1. Providing a systematic, cumulative structure 

o Progression from phonics-based encoding in KS1 through to morphological 

and etymological study in KS2. 

o Spiral review at the start of each stage ensures prior learning is 

revisited and secured. 

2. Embedding the strands of linguistic knowledge 

o Phonological ð building on pupilsõ phonics understanding. 

o Orthographic ð exploring patterns, rules, and plausible letter 

combinations. 

o Morphological ð teaching prefixes, suffixes, and root words to 

understand meaning and build vocabulary. 

o Etymological ð linking word origins to spelling conventions. 

o Visual ð strengthening pupilsõ lexical store through pattern recognition 

and visual recall. 
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